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them. Her husband does all her religious ceremonies for her and he is her god. The wife does, however, perhaps for ornament, wear a mark in the centre of the forehead. It is usually made with vermilion, but sometimes it is black. It varies a little in shape, being either somewhat horizontal or perpendicular, according as her husband is a Saiva or a Vaishnava, but it is generally merely a round spot. This spot is omitted altogether during mourning and also during a certain period. Widows have to perform certain ceremonies for themselves, and they wear 'the same marks as their husbands wore; only they must be those that exhibit mourning, that is to say, the marks must not be coloured ones. The Vaishnava widows do not wear the full white mark on the face, but only a line between the eyes and a little way on the nose. Some Vaishnava widows, in the present day, do wear the srichurnam, or coloured central line, only in that case they do not put on the side white lines. Probably, however, those who do this are comparatively few in number. Married women are in the habit of rubbing their faces and feet with water in which saffron has been mixed. A widow, to whom all enjoyable and pleasant things are denied, must not thus adorn herself.
These various details remind us of the Christian mark, the mark of the cross made upon the. forehead at baptism, or of that seal mentioned in the book of the Eevelation where .the angel "Sealed the servants of our God in the forehead."1 And the servant of Christ, the true Incarnation of the Living God, cannot but rejoice that, though slowly still none the less surely, the Trident is giving way to the Cross, the marks of Vishnu and Siva to the marks of the Lord Jesus.
i Eevelation, vii. 3.
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